
A
call to duty, and service above
and beyond the call of duty.
That may well describe Army

Lt. Col. Dan Swanson, who is also a
member of the AAllWWoooodd  CCUUSSDD  222255 Board
of Education, Woodhull. He complet-
ed an 11-month tour in Iraq from July
2007 to June 2008, while retaining an
active position on his local school board.

During those entire 11 months,
he was kept closely informed on board
action by Superintendent Shannon
Bumann, both by phone and e-mail.
Bumann sent Swanson copies of board
agendas, minutes, memos, proposals,

and other board items. “I had them
scanned in and sent them via e-mail,”
explained Bumann. “He was very dili-
gent in keeping up with board busi-
ness, and while we did not go into
having him vote from Iraq, we talked
on the cell phone almost daily and he
let us know how he felt about agenda
items. The board was very respectful
in weighing his views.”

Upon his return, Lt. Col. Swan-
son presented the AlWood District a
flag flown at Phoenix Base, Interna-
tional Zone, Baghdad.
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Army officer maintains service 
on local school board while in Iraq
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BoardBook® service
for ’agenda building’
offered to districts

T
he Illinois Association of
School Boards announced
on Oct. 15 that it has estab-

lished a partnership with the Texas
Association of School Boards to make
its online board agenda building serv-
ice available to IASB member districts.

BoardBook® is a web-based soft-
ware application that is designed to
streamline the preparation, distri-
bution and publication of board agen-
da packets. It allows participating
districts to electronically distribute
the agenda, post selected materials
online and conduct paperless meet-
ings.

In addition to the savings for print-
ing and copying costs and reduced
staff time, BoardBook® offers a direct
link to a variety of IASB resources,
including resources for running effec-
tive meetings and pertinent legal
requirements regarding board meet-
ings, such as the Open Meetings Act.
In addition, a district may link its own
resources, such as its board policy
manual, staff directory and annual
calendar.

“School board members are only



L
inda Smerge, a teacher at
Woodrow Wilson Elementary
School in CCiicceerroo  SSDD  9999, has

been named Illinois Teacher of the Year.
She was honored at the annual Those
Who Excel/Illinois Teacher of the Year
banquet on Oct. 18 in Peoria. 

Smerge said she
decided to leave a
lucrative law prac-
tice after 13 years
because of a feeling
something was miss-
ing in her life. After
what she describes
as an intensive self-
evaluation, she said she finally real-
ized that her true calling was in the
classroom.

“Linda’s passion and commitment
to teaching are firmly rooted in her
belief that all children can learn and
that she has the ability to help them
make a better life for themselves,”
said Deputy State Superintendent
of Education, Susan Morrison. “Lin-
da’s dedication and her ability to bring
out the best in everyone around her
will make her an excellent repre-
sentative of our teachers across the
state.”

Smerge said there were many
bumps in the road during her tran-
sition from the law to the classroom,
but her overwhelming desire to make
a real difference in children’s lives
kept her focused on her goal. In August
2001, Smerge joined the faculty at
Wilson School, accepting the chal-
lenge of a first and second grade spe-
cial education classroom.

This classroom was a new con-
cept, combining students with a wide
array of disabilities, and although
materials had been ordered, they did-
n’t arrive in time for the opening of
school. But Smerge’s energy and deter-
mination prevailed. She was able to
ensure her students were engaged and
on task by continuously changing

activities to maintain their interest. 
As Illinois Teacher of the Year,

Smerge will have the opportunity to
share her knowledge and expertise
outside the classroom. She will spend
the 2009 spring semester speaking at
teacher workshops, educational con-
ferences, and civic/community meet-
ings. She will receive a lifetime tuition
waiver to state universities and a one-
semester paid leave to pursue course-
work or develop an educational project
that will benefit students statewide.
In addition, she will represent Illinois
at the NASA Space Camp in Huntsville,
Alabama and in the National Teacher
of the Year program sponsored by the
Council of Chief State School Officers
and ING. Linda will also receive prod-
ucts from SMARTer Kids.

Teacher of the Year finalists com-
prise all teachers given the Award of
Excellence. Finalists sit for a video-
taped interview as part of the selec-
tion process. The Teacher of the Year
serves as the state’s ambassador for
teaching and talks at length with oth-
er Illinois teachers about her experi-
ences and views on the profession.
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International standards eyed
on ‘what kids need to know’

Illinois is joining more than 30
other states in the American Diplo-
ma Project (ADP) to better prepare
students for college and the work-
force. Illinois joins California, Flori-
da and 30 other states in reviewing
and revising what students need to
know and should be able to do in
order to be successful in both col-
lege and their careers. 

Illinois will be among the first
group of states to not only use nation-
al benchmarks, but also look at what
other countries require of their stu-
dents. Once completed, it is expect-
ed that Illinois Learning Standards
will be more focused, easier to under-
stand and more rigorous. 

Thirty-three states are current-
ly participating in the project. Stan-
dards will be revised by 2010 in Illinois. 

ADP is an initiative of Achieve,
Inc., a non-profit group created by
the nation’s governors and business
leaders to help raise academic stan-
dards.  

USDA warns about impact 
of soaring commodity prices 

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) has alerted states
that due to higher commodity prices
schools will have significantly less
purchasing capabilities for school
year (SY) 2009. 

Schools are still entitled to the
same amount of Planned Assistance
Level (PAL); however, that same
PAL value will only buy 80 percent
of what it would before the escalat-
ing commodity prices. The USDA
has already started to delete com-
modity orders and schools should
expect a 20 percent reduction in
commodity food they will receive. 

For questions or concerns, con-
tact the Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation’s food distribution program
staff at 217/782-2491.

NEWS
FROM ISBE

ISBE rewards teacher of the year
among 150 Excel award winners

Linda Smerge
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Five board members
and a full board chosen

T
he Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation (ISBE) singled out five
school board members and

one entire school board for their out-
standing service to schools at the 34th
annual Those Who Excel/Teacher of
the Year banquet on Oct. 18. One high-
light of the awards banquet held in Peo-
ria was the announcement of the Illinois
Teacher of the Year for 2008-2009 (see
story on p. 2).

One school board member win-
ner received the top-level Excel award
from ISBE, the Award of Excellence.
That winner was: Teri L. Ehrenhardt,
a member of the EEuurreekkaa  CCUUSSDD  114400
Board of Education. 

Three school board members won
the Award of Merit. They were: Tony
J. Brunson, RRiicchh  TToowwnnsshhiipp  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
DDiissttrriicctt  222277, Olympia Fields; Donald
Shannon, KKiillddeeeerr  CCoouunnttrryyssiiddee  CCoomm--
mmuunniittyy  CCoonnssoolliiddaatteedd  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt
9966, Buffalo Grove; and Juanita Wells,
AAuurroorraa  EEaasstt  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  113311,
Schaumburg. Brunson is also an IASB
leader in the Association’s South Cook
Division.

As mentioned, one entire school
board also received the Award of Mer-
it, as the SScchhaauummbbuurrgg  CCCCSSDD  5544 Board
of Education was honored as a team,
not only for their work at board meet-
ings, but also for their involvement in
many aspects of District 54. They reg-
ularly visit schools and community
activities, which is no small feat in a
district with 27 schools that serve sev-
en communities. 

The district’s honorees are: Char-
lotte Kegarise, Board President; Karen
Strykowski, Board Vice President;
Teresa Huber, Board Secretary; Peg-
gy Brothman, Board Member; Bill
Harper, Board Member; Barbara Hen-
gels, Board Member; and Melissa Hutchi-
son, Board Member.

One other board member hon-
ored in the school board category of
the Excel Awards was Debra Shipley,
NNaappeerrvviillllee  CCUUSSDD  220033. She received

an Award of Recognition. 
More than 150 award recipients

were singled out for their outstanding
service to education at the 34th annu-
al Those Who Excel/Teacher of the Year
banquet. One hundred and sixty-two
outstanding teachers, administrators,
student support personnel, educational
service personnel and community mem-
bers took center stage on Oct. 18 when
they were honored by the State Board.

In addition to school board mem-
bers, other school leaders were hon-
ored as well. The list of school
administrators winning the Award of
Excellence, for example, included sev-
en names. Excellence category win-
ners included: Daniel E. Cates,
TToowwnnsshhiipp  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  221111,
Palatine; Supt. Peter F. Flynn, FFrreeeeppoorrtt
DDiissttrriicctt  114455; Supt. Harry D. Griffith,
LLaakkee  FFoorreesstt  EElleemmeennttaarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  6677;
Linda S. Hanson, MMtt..  VVeerrnnoonn  DDiissttrriicctt
8800; Supt. Larry D. Lilly, MMaattttoooonn  CCUUSSDD
22; Kathleen Murphy, NNaappeerrvviillllee  CCUUSSDD
220033; and Jeanie Probst, HHiigghhllaanndd  CCUUSSDD
55.

A total of eight school adminis-
trators won the Award of Merit, name-
ly: Christopher L. Brake, CChhiiccaaggoo
DDiissttrriicctt  229999; Carla Cumblad, AArrlliinngg--
ttoonn  HHeeiigghhttss  EElleemmeennttaarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  2255;
Kathleen Dugan, IInnddiiaann  SSpprriinnggss  DDiiss--
ttrriicctt  110099; Supt. Thomas W. Many,
KKiillddeeeerr  CCoouunnttrryyssiiddee  CCCCSSDD  9966, Buf-
falo Grove; Raymond A. Scheiter, QQuuiinn--
ccyy  DDiissttrriicctt  117722; Gregory M. Sherwin,
AAddllaaii  EE..  SStteevveennssoonn  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  DDiiss--
ttrriicctt  112255, Lincolnshire; Crystal Stek-
er, LLaakkee  ZZuurriicchh  CCUUSSDD  9955; and Catherine
M. Wright, EEddwwaarrddssvviillllee  CCUUSSDD  77. 

The list of school administrators
winning an Award of Recognition
included the following seven names:
Julia B. Daoverspike, AAuurroorraa  EEaasstt  DDiiss--
ttrriicctt  113311; James J. Greenwald, GGrraann--
iittee  CCiittyy  CCUUSSDD  99; Asia Gurney, DDeess
PPllaaiinneess  CCCCSSDD  6622; John Hodge, OOaakk
PPaarrkk  EElleemmeennttaarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  9977; Supt.
William Kendall, BBrreemmeenn  CCoommmmuunnii--
ttyy  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  222288, Midloth-
ian; Fredric C. King, Jr., SScchhaauummbbuurrgg
CCCCSSDD  5544; Kathryn Klein, SSuummmmiitt  HHiillll
DDiissttrriicctt  116611, Frankfort; and Geraldine

I. Sullivan, MMaassccoouuttaahh  DDiissttrriicctt  1188..
“We are honoring these individ-

uals for their outstanding contribu-
tions to schools throughout the state,”
said State Superintendent of Educa-
tion Christopher A. Koch. “They rep-
resent the thousands of people who
support our schools daily to help all
our students become successful life-
long learners.”

Candidates are nominated by their
local schools and people in their com-
munities. The nomination includes a
brief biography of the nominee, his
or her philosophy of education, pro-
fessional development and commu-
nity involvement and their opinions
of the state’s most pressing educa-
tional needs. Letters of recommen-
dation are also required.

A committee of peers chooses the
award winners. The committee rep-
resents statewide education organi-
zations and includes former award
winners. 

The categories for recognition are:

• Classroom teacher 

• School administrator 

• Student support personnel 

• Educational service personnel 

• School board member and/or com-
munity volunteer 

• Teams—which recognizes groups
of teachers and administrators; cit-
izen committees; civic organiza-
tions; parent organizations; school
boards; booster clubs and others
that have a significant impact on
teaching and learning in a school
or district 

• Early Career Educator

All three levels of awards were
presented at the banquet. There were:

• 43 recipients of the highest award
level, Excellence 

• 56 recipients of the Award of Merit 

• 63 recipients of the Award of Recog-
nition

A complete list of award recipi-
ents can be found online at http://www.
isbe.net/news/2008/twe09.pdf .

ISBE honors education contributors via Those Who Excel 



Ill
in

oi
s

Sc
ho

ol
B

oa
rd

N
ew

sb
ul

le
ti

n
/

N
ov

em
be

r
20

08

4

But scores are flat at 
the high school level

I
llinois grade school students are
showing real academic improve-
ment according to statewide test-

ing results released recently. The Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) saw
progress on the state averages for the
2008 tests, which were given to stu-
dents in grades 3-8 and 11 this past
spring. Looking at testing trends for
the 2008 tests shows elementary stu-
dent performance continues to improve. 

“When we look at the long-term
trends we’re very encouraged by what
we’re seeing with our elementary stu-
dent progress. We’re seeing across-the-
board improvement in the trend data,
in some cases more than a 20-point
improvement in just six years worth
of data,” said State Superintendent of
Education Christopher Koch. 

“The student performance at the
high school level is a concern, where

we’re seeing flat scores in math and
science and, in fact, a decrease in read-
ing. The Board is making improve-
ment at the high school level a focus;
we’ve reviewed our state standards
and we’re joining the American Diplo-
ma Project so that we can begin to
establish consistency between stan-
dards, curriculum, assessments and
college entry expectations,” Koch
added.

The most recent tests were given
in March and April. Students in grades
3-8 took the Illinois Standards Achieve-
ment Test (ISAT) in reading and math-
ematics while students in grades 4 and

7 were tested in science. Students in
grade 11 take the Prairie State Achieve-
ment Exam (PSAE), which tests stu-
dents in math, reading and science. 

The statewide average percent-
age of students meeting or exceeding
standards on all state tests increased
slightly from 73.8% in 2007 to 74.8%
in 2008. Overall student performance
on the ISAT increased 78.7% in 2007
to 79.1% in 2008, while the average
percentage of students meeting and
exceeding standards on the PSAE
stayed virtually unchanged from 52.6%
in 2007 to 52.5% this year. Students
with disabilities whose participation
in ISAT or the PSAE would not be
appropriate take the Illinois Alternate
Assessment (IAA). The state average
on IAA increased from 59.1% to 66.3%
in 2008. 

In past years some students clas-
sified as English Language Learners
(ELL) took the IMAGE exam, how-
ever that is no longer an option. In

order for Illinois
to meet federal
guidelines under
the No Child Left
Behind Act, the
ISBE had to
eliminate the
IMAGE and
instead those
students were
tested using the
ISAT or PSAE
with accommo-

dations. The elimination of IMAGE
negatively impacted the test scores
of certain school districts, especially
those with large clusters of ELLs.

IISSAATT  MMaatthh  SSttaatteewwiiddee  AAvveerraaggee  
PPeerrcceennttaaggee  MMeeeettss//EExxcceeeeddss::

GGrraaddee  33
2003 75.7%
2004 79.2%
2005 79.2%
2006 85.6%
2007 86.8%
2008 85.1%

GGrraaddee  44
2006 84.8%
2007 86.4%
2008 84.6%

GGrraaddee  55
2003 68.3%
2004 71.8%
2005 73.1%
2006 78.6%
2007 82.5%
2008 81.4%

GGrraaddee  66
2006 79.1%
2007 81.4%
2008 82.6%

GGrraaddee  77
2006 76.1%
2007 79.4%
2008 80.4%

GGrraaddee  88
2003 53.1%
2004 54.4%
2005 54.3%
2006 78.2%
2007 81.3%
2008 80.4%

IISSAATT  RReeaaddiinngg  SSttaatteewwiiddee  AAvveerraaggee  
PPeerrcceennttaaggee  MMeeeettss//EExxcceeeeddss::

GGrraaddee  33

2003 62%
2004 65%
2005 66.6%
2006 70.7%
2007 73%
2008 71.7%

GGrraaddee  44
2006 72.9%
2007 73.7%
2008 73.2%

GGrraaddee  55
2003 60.4%
2004 60.9%
2005 59.8%
2006 68.5%
2007 69.7%
2008 73.5%

GGrraaddee  66
2006 72.8%
2007 73.4%
2008 79%

GGrraaddee  77
2006 72%
2007 73.4%
2008 77.7%

GGrraaddee  88
2003 63.7%
2004 67.1%
2005 72.7%
2006 79.2%
2007 81.8%
2008 81.4%

PSAE Statewide Averages 
Percentage Meets/Exceeds:

RReeaaddiinngg MMaatthheemmaattiiccss SScciieennccee
2003 56.4% 53.3% 51.3%
2004 56.8% 53.1% 52.9%
2005 59.5% 52.8% 52.5%
2006 58.4% 53.6% 50.8%
2007 54.1% 52.7% 51.0%
2008 53.3% 53.0% 51.2%

ISAT trends higher for Illinois elementary students

See IISSAATT on page 5
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S
tudents who drop out of school
in Illinois are slicing one-third
to one-half from their earn-

ing power, and each such student will
provide our society with $221,000 less
in tax revenue, according to a new
research-based analysis.

A state task force released the
report in October, based on research
commissioned from and conducted
by the Center for Labor Market Stud-
ies at Boston’s Northeastern Univer-
sity. The state panel, which included
IASB’s Deputy Executive Director
Michael L. Bartlett, was charged with
determining how to reduce the dropout
problem in the state. The group deter-
mined earlier this year that there were

nearly 230,000 dropouts in the state.
The new analysis was released in

support of the state panel’s plan to
triple the number of dropouts who re-
enroll in Illinois schools. The plan,
submitted to the Illinois General Assem-
bly in January, calls for more mon-
ey for programs to reduce the number
of dropouts.

The five-year plan would cost $31
million the first year, and $166 mil-
lion in the fifth year. The goal would
be to graduate 11,000 former dropouts
by the plan’s fifth year.

Joe McLaughlin, a co-author of
the new report by the Center for Labor
Market Studies, who analyzed Illinois
data, said he thinks dropouts commit

“economic suicide” when they leave
school. Dropouts earn hundreds of
thousands of dollars less in pay, he
said, and pay back much less in tax-
es to society. Meanwhile they col-
lect more from government support
programs like welfare and unem-
ployment, and end up in prison in far
greater numbers than their better-
educated classmates, costing states
much more than a little prevention
might cost.

Dropout rates for school districts
and high schools are listed online at
the Illinois State Board of Education’s
Web site, http://www.isbe.net. Click
on “Report Cards” and search by school
or district name.

The School Report Cards were
provided in record time for the sec-
ond year in a row to school districts
statewide – the earliest release in the
22 years of the school report cards.
ISBE has produced the Report Card
since 1986 for every public school
and district in the state. In contrast,
state report cards have been produced
only since 2002, as required by the
federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB)
law. Report cards now include the
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) School
Status information required under
NCLB. 

NCLB requires all states to meas-
ure each public school’s and district’s
achievements and establish annual
achievement targets for the state. The
larger goal is for all students to meet
or exceed standards in reading and
mathematics by 2014. 

The Report Card offers a wealth
of useful and important information
for students, schools and districts,
as well as parents and family and
community members including over-
all student performance; perform-
ance on state assessments; student
demographics; and financial infor-
mation. 

IISSAATT from page 4

Each high school dropout costs taxpayers $221,000

New bill would ban trans fats from school
cafeterias: Experts cite major health risks 

A
piece of legislation stalled
in the Illinois General Assem-
bly aims to eliminate trans-

fatty foods in school cafeterias. Trans
fats have been linked to obesity, high
blood pressure, diabetes and high
cholesterol, all of which can lead to
cardiovascular disease and stroke,
experts say.

Some food service directors sup-
port the idea of the ban, but most say
it would take time and money to imple-
ment, since schools would have to
replace their cooking oils, and in some

cases, get food manufacturers con-
tracting with schools to re-formulate
products to meet specifications. 

If the idea is approved, Illinois
would become the 8th state to join in
the fight against trans fats in schools.
California, Connecticut, Idaho, Indi-
ana, North Carolina, Oregon and Texas
have already passed similar provisions.

It is good that everyone is becom-
ing more aware, food service directors
say, but schools already are required
to meet nutritional guidelines estab-
lished by the federal government.

Join board members nationwide to lobby
members of Congress in Washington, D.C. 

L
ocal school board members
will have the opportunity to
join their peers from across

the country at the National School
Boards Association’s Annual Federal
Relations Network (FRN) Conference
in Washington, D.C., on February 1-3,
2009.  During the legislative confer-
ence, participants will learn in-depth
about federal issues affecting schools,
hear from education experts and polit-

ical pundits, and lobby members of
Congress.  A new Congress and a new
President will take office in January
2009, creating a historic opportunity
to set a new federal agenda affecting
education for years to come, accord-
ing to school supporters. 

Stop by the Legislative Booth at
the Conference to discuss this lob-
bying event and your participation in
the federal advocacy program.
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Swanson, of rural Cambridge, had
retired from the United States Army
in January 2001 after serving his coun-
try for 23 1/2 years. Yet he said he felt
compelled to come out of retirement
to help out in the Iraq war.

He said he worked with a lot of
great Americans who were in the Army,
Air Force, Navy, Marines, National
Guard/Reserves and other govern-
ment agencies and contractors.

Swanson said Iraq is an amazing
place. “While over there, I built a net-
work of new friends, friends I will keep
in touch with whether they are still
over there or they have come home.

Most of the time Swanson worked
seven days a week.

“The days were long, but there
was always a lot to do,” Swanson stat-
ed. “Most people worked long hours.
You never had time to just sit around,
but if you did, you really appreciated
the care packages sent from home.”

With the support of his family,
church, friends and neighbors, and
local school leaders, he said the time
passed quickly.

“I couldn’t have done this with-
out all of their support,” he said. 

In July 2007, Swanson had left
for Fort Benning, Georgia, where he
quickly regained his Army mindset.
But he did so without shedding his
school board membership.

And he stayed on board even after
he arrived in Iraq, although he says he
missed the people back home as well
as the conveniences of home, such as
a cold drink of water and air condi-
tioning. Due to the hot weather, drink-
ing water was important because it was
hard to stay hydrated.

The days were often long, he says,
but working long hours, the days
seemed to pass quickly. Contact from
home, the care packages, cell phone
calls, and e-mail, all helped, includ-
ing the calls from the school district.

Superintendent Bumann was hap-
py with Swanson’s board participa-
tion throughout that year in Iraq: “It
worked out better than anybody
thought it would. It was just like he
was next door,” Bumann concludes.

IIRRAAQQ  from page 1Schools witness hefty decline in
superintendent turnover numbers

I
llinois public schools encoun-
tered a significant drop in super-
intendent turnover in 2008,

according to IASB’s executive search-
es department. Illinois superintendent
changes totaled just 98 last year, com-
pared to the 149 superintendent changes
that occurred the previous year.

In fact, the number of superin-
tendent turnovers averaged 152 per
year from 2002 through 2006.

Key statistical facts on the state’s
low number of superintendent changes
last school year are as follows:

• 98 school districts hired new full-
time superintendents

• 65 of the new top administrators
are first-time superintendents

• 28 school districts hired experi-

enced superintendents who moved
from another Illinois district or from
another state

• five school districts hired experi-
enced superintendents who came
to Illinois from another state

• 11 school districts have employed
retired superintendents as interim
part-time superintendents

According to IASB records, var-
ious superintendent search consult-
ants assisted Illinois school districts
in conducting 53 searches during the
year; IASB staff accounted for 30, or
about 54 percent of the total. Six
independent search firms did 18
searches, ROEs did seven; and one
was conducted by a college profes-
sor.

IASB expands Executive Searches 
to incorporate ‘team approach’

W
ith IASB conducting well
over half of all superin-
tendent searches last year,

an expansion of the IASB Executive
Searches Department has recently got-
ten underway. The expansion is designed
to free additional time for field service
directors to spend on in-district work,
including workshops, board self-eval-
uations and goal-setting.

The new searches department
aims to provide member districts with
distinct advantages when it comes
time to replace a district superinten-
dent. For example, the department
will provide not only a qualified lead
consultant to work closely with the
district, but an entire team of profes-
sionals now will be available to help
with searches.

“Our consultants will work very
closely with the field services direc-
tors who can boast in-depth knowl-
edge of districts and staff in this state
and beyond,” said Executive Search-
es Department Director Donna John-

son.
According to Johnson, there are

other advantages to using the IASB
executive searches, such as:
• IASB searches are customized to

meet individual district needs

• IASB advertises each search, and
receives and evaluates applications
and interviews semi-finalists

• The IASB search team sets up inter-
views with finalists and the school
board and offers assistance to the
board in preparing the interviews

• Confidentiality is maintained

• Prices are competitive and districts
get a “will not exceed” price quote

• Services continue after the search
for up to one year, including a work-
shop at no added cost, to help the
new board-superintendent team

• IASB will reopen the search if the
board is not satisfied

“Our reputation is based on client
satisfaction, which is guaranteed,”
said Johnson.
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T
he National School Boards
Association T+L (technolo-
gy and learning) Conference

held at the Washington State Con-
vention Center in Seattle, Washing-
ton, Oct. 28-30, featured more than
175 sessions on the latest technology
innovations and programs in schools,
and administrative offices across the
country. Representatives from 34 Illi-
nois school districts attended. 

Organizers say T+L provides a
unique learning experience for teams
of technology directors, superin-
tendents, school board members,
administrators, and lead teachers.

Illinois school leaders were among
conference presenters at various ses-
sions, including a panel session on
Oct. 29 called Mini-Academy: Mov-
ing from a Good School System to a
Great One Using a New Paradigm for
Strategic Planning. Presenters includ-
ed district technology facilitator Chris

Brown of AAvvooccaa  DDiissttrriicctt  3377.
The morning session explored

how the district has been able to rev-
olutionize its strategic planning process,
leading to measurable and tangible
indicators of improvement. It explained
how the district’s heavy emphasis on
technology throughout the new strate-
gic planning paradigm has accelerat-
ed the process of improvement. 

Other hot topics at NSBA’s T+L
conference included use of science,
technology, engineering, and math
education programs; and trends.

Three IASB staff members were
among the conference attendees: Exec-
utive Director Michael D. Johnson,
Deputy Executive Director Michael
L. Bartlett, and Assistant Manager for
Technology Janice Kidd.

NSBA’s T+L Conference is open
to all educators whose public school
districts are members of their state
school boards associations.

IASB mourns loss of Lombard
staff member, friend Holly Jack 

H
olly Jack, Administrative
Assistant to Field Services
in IASB’s Lombard office,

passed away on Oct. 20 after a short
illness. A Villa Park resident dear to
IASB officers, staff, friends and acquain-
tances, she was 63. 

Born Dorothea Hollis Dobricky
in Chicago on Nov. 5, 1944, Holly grew
up in Chicago and lived there until
1950, when her parents moved the
family to Elmhurst. She later attend-
ed York High School, graduating in
1962, after which she attended West-
ern Illinois University for a few years.

She married David Jack in 1966,
and the couple moved to Killeen, Texas
while David served in the armed serv-
ices. They then moved back to Chica-
go for several years before venturing
on to Colorado in 1970, where they
settled down and raised their family.

She always
loved being close
to the extended
family, and in 1987
the Jacks returned
to Chicago, to be
close to David’s and
her own parents
and siblings.

Said Cathy Tal-
bert, IASB Associate Executive Direc-
tor of Field Services/Policy Services:
“Her work here was more than a job.
It was a career of service to her col-
leagues and to our association mem-
bers. We will all miss Holly — her smile,
her laugh, her positive attitude and her
daily example of giving the best of our-
selves to others.”

IASB will be dedicating the board
secretary training at the 2008 Joint
Annual Conference in her name.

Holly Jack

IASB posts helpful online
school calendar for 2008-09

The 2008-2009 School Calen-
dar was recently posted online. The
calendar is not distributed in a print-
ed version; however, it is posted
online to allow for revisions to reflect
any new legislation enacted or the
correction of any errors. Click on
the link at: https://www.iasb.com/
law/cal09.cfm .

New election links 
available from IASB

Three links have been added to
the School Board Elections page,
including the 2009 Candidate’s Guide,
2009 Local Election Officials Hand-
book, and the 2009 Elections Cal-
endar: https://www.iasb.com/
elections/ .

Board secretaries will 
get conference training

IASB has expanded training into
a two-day strand for school board
and district secretaries and clerks or
recording secretaries at the Joint
Annual Conference. The 2008 event
features a general session on Friday
on Managing Your Leader’s Time: Sec-
retary as Reflective Practice Partner,
plus eight topics on Saturday. 

Those eight sessions for board
support professionals (participants
are asked to choose two) will run
concurrently on Saturday, Nov. 22
at the Swissotel, Chicago. There is
no separate registration fee for these
training programs, but participants
must be paid registrants for the con-
ference.

For more information about this
in-service strand for board support
professionals check out the IASB
Web site at https://www.iasb.com/
jac08/confbdsecworkshop.pdf . Reg-
istration is available online at
https://www.iasb.com/jac08/bdsecw
kshop.cfm . 

NEWS
FROM IASB

34 Illinois districts represented at NSBA
technology and learning (T+L) conference 



executive director of IASB, the Robert
M. Cole Award recognizes outstand-
ing coverage of education issues that
emphasizes the community’s con-
nection with its local public school
district.

Winners were
announced on
Oct. 10 at the
annual convention
of the Illinois Press
Association. Lin-
da Dawson of the
IASB communi-
cations depart-
ment presented plaques to first place
winners.

There were 27 entries for this
year’s school board coverage awards.
Members of the Missouri Press Asso-
ciation judged the contest.

as effective as their meetings are,” says
Michael D. Johnson, executive direc-
tor of IASB. “We are pleased to be part-
nering with a fellow state school board
association to bring our members this
valuable, easy-to-use instrument.” 

BoardBook® is now in use in more
than 450 school districts nationwide,
according to Tim Curtis, director of
BoardBook® for the Texas association.

There is no software to install
or set-up fee. Annual subscriptions
include personalized staff training,

customization to your district, excel-
lent telephone support service, and
online help features.

IASB will be demonstrating its
newest member service at the Joint
Annual Conference in November. For
information about the benefits of
BoardBook® or to sign up for a free
online demonstration, contact Lau-
rel DiPrima at either IASB office, exten-
sion 1245, e-mail ldiprima@iasb.com
or Scott Ballew at scott.ballew@board-
book.org. Ill
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BBOOAARRDDBBOOOOKK from page 1

Robert M. Cole Awards honor 14 newspapers for 2008

F
ourteen newspapers received
awards in the 28th annual
Robert M. Cole Awards com-

petition for 2008, including the Quin-
cy Herald-Whig, which earned first
place in the large daily newspaper cat-
egory.

The Cole Awards are sponsored
by the Illinois Association of School
Boards and conducted by the Illinois
Press Association to recognize news-
papers that are doing an outstanding
job of covering local school boards
and emphasizing the community’s
connection with local public school
districts.

The Quincy paper joined The
Times, Ottawa (mid-size dailies),
Breeze-Courier, Taylorville (small
dailies) and Ledger-Sentinel, Oswego
(non-dailies) in earning this year’s
first-place awards. 

Other winners in the large daily
category were the News-Democrat,
Belleville, which earned both 2nd and
3rd place, followed by the Northwest
Herald, Crystal Lake, with an hon-
orable mention.

The NewsTribune, La Salle,
earned 2nd place in the mid-size dai-
ly newspaper category, followed by
the Pekin Daily Times, which earned
both 3rd place and honorable men-
tion. Second prize for small dailies
went to the Morris Daily Herald.
Earning 2nd place in the non-daily
category was the Kendall County
Record, Yorkville, with 3rd place
going to The Galena Gazette, and
honorable mention to the Evanston
Review.

Winning papers’ reporters and
stories are:

• HHoollllyy  WWaaggnneerr, The Quincy Herald-
Whig — “Voters reject plan to boost
education rate” 

• MMeelliissssaa  GGaarrzzaanneellllii, The Times,
Ottawa — “Getting there safely”

• JJaannee  LLoonngg, Breeze-Courier, Tay-
lorville — “Taylorville School Board”

• LLyyllee  RRoollffee, Ledger-Sentinel, Oswego
— “Outside the box”

Named in memory of the first

IASB Director of Communications Linda Dawson, center, presents Cole Awards for first
place to Jane Long, left, a reporter with the Breeze-Courier, Taylorville; and to Jeff Farren,
right, Publisher of the Ledger-Sentinel, Oswego

Holly Wagner Lyle Rolfe Melissa Garzanelli
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NEWS HEADLINES
AAddddiissoonn (Oct. 6, The Daily Her-

ald) A few Addison homeowners are
fighting the condemnation of their
homes by DuPage High School Dis-
trict 88, Villa Park, in order to obtain
land needed to create a drainage pond.
To accommodate storm-water runoff
on the north end of one school, dis-
trict officials say they need to acquire
four residences and multiple accom-
panying lots. District 88 already has
spent $700,000 to buy one home that
sits on three lots, and $400,000 to
purchase another home and lot. The
retention pond is part a larger plan
that includes major renovations to
two high schools.

AAnnttiioocchh (Oct. 2, Lake County
News-Sun) The Antioch District
34 Board of Education approved a
four-year teacher contract and salary
increase on Sep. 30. Under the agree-
ment already ratified by the union,
teachers will receive a pay boost of
2.95 percent in the contract’s first
year, and 2.85 percent for each of the
following three years. 

BBeellvviiddeerree (Sep. 25, Rockford Reg-
ister Star) “Running Start,” a part-
nership between Rock Valley College
(RVC) and Belvidere CUSD 100, would
allow juniors and seniors at the two
Belvidere high schools to become col-
lege students and work toward grad-
uating with an associate degree from
RVC. The RVC board approved the
arrangement on Sep. 23. Belvidere
school board members were initial-
ly supportive of the program idea.
Students could enroll next fall, but
would have to pass a placement test
first, and have a 3.0 grade-point aver-
age. The degree would cost them noth-
ing because tuition would be paid
through the state reimbursement for
each student.

CChhaatthhaamm,,  RRoocchheesstteerr (Sep. 28,
State Journal-Register, Springfield)
The Sangamon Area Special Educa-
tion District is evaluating how the
probable withdrawal of its two largest

school districts, Ball-Chatham CUSD
5 and Rochester CUSD 3A, will affect
the cooperative’s remaining members
and staff. The most immediate effect
would be financial, as Ball-Chatham
and Rochester together pay nearly
35 percent of SASED’s building and
administrative costs. Unknown is how
much their absence would cost the
other 14 districts, and whether any
employee layoffs would be needed. 

CChhiiccaaggoo  aarreeaa  (Oct. 2, Chicago
Sun-Times) Hoping to draw nation-
al attention, 1,500 school protesters
chanted outside Wrigley Field on Sep.
30, during the Chicago Cubs’ base-
ball playoff game. Under an agree-
ment with the city, school protesters
arrived only after the game had begun
and left before it was over. Some of
the protesters included New Trier
students who helped form the Illinois
Council of Students to study Illinois’
school funding system.

CChhiiccaaggoo  (Oct. 2, Chicago Tri-
bune) Critics long have maintained
it is hazardous and unfair to place the
burdens of adulthood on immigrant
students whose parents do not speak
English. But new research indicates
many of these young interpreters
demonstrate memory and analytical
abilities similar to those of the most
gifted students. Immigrant’s children
are commonly asked to bridge lin-
guistic and social gaps between two
divergent cultures and languages, con-
stantly shifting back and forth. And
new research shows that the process
definitely makes these kids smarter.

CChhiiccaaggoo  (Oct. 8, Chicago Tri-
bune) Chicago District 299 CEO Arne
Duncan recommended on Oct. 8 that
the board approve proposals for start-
ing 20 new schools, including the first
Chicago public high school for gay
teens. The school would open in the
fall of 2009 and 2010. Supporters said
a gay high school would help students
find a safe school environment because
studies have shown gay youth are at

a greater risk for suicide and for drop-
ping out and abusing drugs and alco-
hol. A 2003 district survey showed
gay and lesbian youths are three times
more likely to miss school because
they don’t feel safe. Opponents have
called the proposed move a misuse
of public funds. 

EEaasstt  AAllttoonn (Sep. 30, Alton Tele-
graph) Repairs could cost over a mil-
lion dollars, school officials say, on
Eastwood Elementary School gym.
The East Alton Elementary District
13 school board held a special meet-
ing on Sep. 29 to discuss news that
the school’s insurance company had
denied its claim for the gym after a
magnitude 5.2 quake struck the Mid-
west on April 18. The company said
the earthquake did not cause the gym
damage and, therefore, it is not pay-
ing. The school district said it will try
to recover all the repair costs through
the courts. 

EEaasstt  SStt..  LLoouuiiss (Oct. 7, Belleville
News-Democrat) A state grant pro-
gram that reimburses parents and
guardians who use their own vehi-
cles to transport students to school
through hazardous areas is under
investigation in East St. Louis Dis-
trict 189. A hazardous area is con-
sidered any highway construction,
missing sidewalks or any physical
danger to students while walking to
school. The Illinois Department of
Transportation must first confirm
the hazard. A high crime area does
not constitute a hazard under the
program. For the 2006-2007 school
year, $11.9 million was available,
which resulted in a payout of $102.13
per claimant.

UUrrbbaannaa (Oct. 7, Champaign News-
Gazette) Many area parents and chil-
dren joined in the International Walk
to School Day activities on Oct. 8.
Events included a “walking school bus.”
A total of 136 Illinois schools took part,
according to the national website,
http://www.walktoschool.org .



O
nly 11 school districts placed
school finance referendum
questions on the Nov. 4 gen-

eral election ballot, including one prop-
erty tax increase proposition, which
fell 15 votes short, and 10 bond issues,
only half of which passed. But dozens
of additional school districts also would
have benefited from nine countywide
referenda on sales tax propositions ear-
marked for school facility purposes.

According to the Illinois State
Board of Elections, countywide sales
tax propositions for schools were sched-
uled in the following counties: Adams,
Calhoun, Cass, Champaign, Iroquois,
Kankakee, Marion, Pike, and White-
side. Only Cass County’s plan passed,
but Champaign’s may pass yet.

The earmarked sales tax for schools
is allowed under a new state law that
took effect in January. Revenue from
the new one-cent-on-the-dollar sales

tax will benefit all school districts in
the county where such questions win
voter approval.

Apparently the only district plac-
ing a property tax increase proposal
before voters in November was AAllwwoooodd
CCoommmmuunniittyy  UUnniitt  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  222255.
The education fund increase propo-
sition there asked voters this ques-
tion: Shall the maximum annual tax
rate for educational purposes of Alwood
Community Unit School District No.
225, Henry, Knox and Mercer Coun-
ties, Illinois, be increased and estab-
lished at 3.45 percent upon all the
taxable property of said School Dis-
trict at the value, as equalized or
assessed by the Department of Rev-
enue, instead of 2.65 percent, the pres-
ent maximum rate otherwise applicable
to the next taxes to be extended for
said purpose? Only 670 voters said
yes, compared to 685 no voters.

The 10 bond issues on the Nov. 4
ballot included nine building bond
propositions and one working cash
fund proposal, which was adopted
in EEaasstt  AAuurroorraa  DDiissttrriicctt  113311. Five reject-
ed building bond issue propositions
would have provided funds for con-
struction or building repairs for:
BBeennsseennvviillllee  EElleemmeennttaarryy  DDiissttrriicctt  22,
BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  CCUUSSDD  88, DDuurraanndd  CCUUSSDD
332222, LLoocckkppoorrtt  TToowwnnsshhiipp  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
DDiissttrriicctt  220055, and PPrroopphheettssttoowwnn--LLyynn--
ddoonn--TTaammppiiccoo  CCUUSSDD  33. 

Building bond issues were approved
in HHaarrvvaarrdd  CCUUSSDD  5500; MMaassccoouuttaahh  CCUUSSDD
1199; WWaarrrreenn  TToowwnnsshhiipp  HHiigghh  SScchhooooll
DDiissttrriicctt  112211, Gages Lake and WWaarr--
rreennssbbuurrgg--LLaatthhaamm  CCUUSSDD  1111.

In addition to this list of finance
referendum questions on the gener-
al election ballot, a number of other
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Five bond issues, one sales tax hike OK’d in November

See RREEFFEERREENNDDAA on page 12

IPA conference goers advised to never give up on any student

A
dolph Brown III, founder of
the Wellness Group, Inc.,
recently provided school build-

ing administrators with an under-
standing of the social and economic
factors that place youth at risk. And
he presented several strategies for effec-
tively supporting teaching and learn-
ing for such youth when addressing
school leaders during the 37th annu-
al Illinois Principals Association con-
ference in Peoria on Oct. 6.

More than 800 building adminis-
trators attended the conference. Atten-
dees participated in workshops and
small group sessions designed to inform
them of the latest trends and issues in
education. They also learned a lot from
keynote speaker Brown.

Brown urged principals to inspire
and motivate students to succeed by
getting their attention and simply relat-
ing. He supported this advice by recount-
ing humorous adventures he has had
in and outside of the classroom. With-
in these stories of his own life experi-
ences he delivered a message of hope

and tenacious dedication to kids.
His message was entertaining and

passionate, containing serious advice
for school leaders, beginning with a
listing of the conditions needed to elim-
inate the achievement gap. His central
message dealt with ways to remove bar-
riers from student learning, barriers
ranging from poverty to marginaliza-
tion of groups. He also addressed the
barriers to helping students with dis-
abilities. 

He said the way to close the achieve-
ment gap is by “understanding and
becoming culturally sensitive to the

various cultures of youth,” and there-
by reaching students with appropriate
cultural references. He suggested doing
this through each student’s preferred
learning style. 

Brown also discussed how to devel-
op courageous conversations with kids,
and he detailed strategies to help school
leaders relate to all students.

In conclusion, he suggested that:
“catching it early” is the key to approach-
ing the barriers to student learning. He
proposed coupling that with parental
involvement, efforts at teaching excel-
lence, plus strategic partnerships and
incentives. Brown concluded with the
message: “never give up on any stu-
dent!”

Keynote speakers also included
Christopher Koch, state superinten-
dent, who recognized outstanding indi-
viduals in the field of education with
the IPA’s Awards for Excellence.

The IPA is a professional organi-
zation that represents more than 4,000
Illinois principals, assistant principals
and deans. 

Adolph Brown III



T
he postmark deadline for the
Spring 2009 Waiver Report
is Friday, Jan. 9, 2009. There

are exceptions to this deadline.
First, applications for waivers from

legal school holidays are not covered
under the state waiver law, and so the
deadline does not apply to them. Such
applications are considered modifi-
cations of the School Code and are
approved by the State Board.

Second, applications for waivers
or modifications of ISBE’s adminis-
trative rules are also not subject to the
postmark deadlines for waivers of the
School Code. However, in all cases,
approvals for any of these requests
must be granted before the request
can be implemented.

The process for applying for a waiv-
er or modification of state board rules
is exactly the same process as the one
used in applying for a waiver of a School
Code mandate. 

If school leaders have any ques-
tions about the kind of request they
will be submitting, they are asked to
call ISBE’s Rules and Waivers division
at 217/782-5270, or email at
waivers@isbe.net.
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Deadline near for seeking waivers from mandates 

New law limits term for phys ed waivers

Public Act 95-223, which
took effect on Jan. 1, pro-
vides that an approved

physical education requirement waiv-
er (or modification) may remain in
effect for a period not to exceed two
school years and may be renewed
no more than twice.

Before passage of this new law,
physical education applications
could be requested for waivers last-
ing a maximum of five years, with
no limit on the number of renewals.
The intent of the new law is to lim-
it school districts or other appli-
cants to a total of six years of waivers
on PE requirements. 

The complete text of Public Act
95-223 is online at: http://
www.ilga.gov/legislation/publi-
cacts/fulltext.asp?Name=095-
0223&GA=095 

Note that P.A. 95-223 did not
change the public hearing require-
ments for physical education waivers.
Applicants still must hold the pub-
lic hearing to consider the request

on a day other than one on which
a regular board meeting is held.

Waiver requests must be sub-
mitted to the State Board postmarked
no later than Jan. 9, 2009 to be
included in the Spring 2009 Waiv-
er Report, which is to be submitted
to the General Assembly by March
1 each year.

Applicants wishing to imple-
ment requests at the start of the
2009-10 school year should meet
the January deadline since waivers
cannot be implemented until
approval is received. But any appli-
cation postmarked after Jan. 9 will
be included in the Fall 2009 Waiv-
er Report, to be submitted to the
General Assembly by Oct. 1, 2009. 

A brief overview of all waivers
granted to school districts to date
is contained in the new ISBE pub-
lication, Summary of Waiver/Mod-
ification Requests. The report is
available free online at: http://
www.isbe.net/isbewaivers/pdf/
waivermod.pdf.

Most labor disputes long since settled for current school year

M
ost of the school districts
that received strike
notices this year have

long since settled their contract dis-
putes. One recent settlement was
obtained on Sep. 22 in Wilmette Dis-
trict 39, in IASB’s North Cook Region.
A total of 340 certified personnel had
issued an intent-to-strike notice on
September 16.

The most recent new intent-to-
strike notice was filed on Oct. 6 in
KKaanneellaanndd  CCUUSSDD  330022, Maple Park, where
362 certificated teachers remain with-
out a contract. Schools also face active
strike notices in one other district,
namely MMaaddiissoonn  CCUUSSDD  1122 (80 certi-
fied teachers).

The list of other recent contract
settlements includes:

• CCoonnssoolliiddaatteedd  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  115588,,
Algonquin –Bargaining Unit Size:
570 Certified Teachers: Notice Filed:
Aug. 12;  Settled:  Sep. 17

• AAllttaammoonntt  CCUUSSDD  1100 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 60 IEA/NEA Certified Staff:
Notice Filed: Aug. 22;  Settled:  Sep.
15

• HHiigghhllaanndd  CCUUSSDD  55 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 217 IEA/NEA Certified Teach-
ing Staff: Notice filed: Sep. 3; Set-
tled: Sep. 10

• TTrriiccoo  CCUUSSDD  117766 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 66 IEA/NEA Certified Employ-
ees: Notice filed: Aug. 20; Settled:
Aug. 27

• LLeebbaannoonn  CCUUSSDD  99 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 80 Unit Certified Teachers:
Notice filed: Aug. 14; Settled: Aug.
19

• DDeeKKaallbb  CCUUSSDD  442288 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 380 Unit Certified Teachers:
Notice filed: Aug. 7; Settled: Aug. 18

• SSuulllliivvaann  CCUUSSDD  330000 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 60 Unit Certified Teachers:
Notice filed: July 17; Settled: Aug.
15

• EEmmmmoonnss  SSDD  3333 – Bargaining Unit
Size: 12 Teacher Assistants and Cafe-
teria Staff: Notice filed: May 5; Set-
tled: Aug. 13

• PPlleeaassaanntt  HHiillll  SSDD  6699,,  PPeeoorriiaa – Bar-
gaining Unit Size: 17 Certified Staff:
Notice filed: March 10; Settled: Aug.
13

Source: Illinois Association of
School Administrators (IASA) Web site
at: http://www.iasaedu.org/vnews/
display.v/ART/2006/05/25/4475d4f21ed
b4 .
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November 15 – School Board Mem-
bers Day

November 20 – IASB Board of Direc-
tors’ Meeting, Hyatt Regency, Chica-
go, noon - 4 p.m.

November 21 – Chicago Schools Tour,
Hyatt Regency Chicago, meal 8 a.m.,
tour 8:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

November 21-22 – A Professional
Development Opportunity for the
Board/District Secretary, Swisso-
tel Chicago, 10:30 a.m. - 3 p.m., both
days

November 21 – Pre-Conference Work-
shops: Teambuilding and the Board
of Education, The Board and Its
Superintendent, School Board
Accountability, Bridges Out of
Poverty, A Comprehensive Work-
shop for Board Presidents, School
Board Leadership, Sheraton Chica-
go, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Science, Math and Technology Edu-
cation, Sheraton Chicago, 9 to 11:30
a.m.

Financial Oversight Essentials for
School Boards, Pre-Conference
Workshop, Sheraton Chicago, 12:30
- 3 p.m.

For more current information,
see www.iasb.com/calendar/

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

E
lection officials looking for the
proper forms to file in con-
nection with the April 2009

school board member election need
look no further than the Local Election
Official’s Handbook for the 2009 Con-
solidated Elections. The booklet pro-
vides copies of the election forms and
is available online at: http://www.elec-
tions.il.gov/Downloads/ElectionInfor-
mation/PDF/LocElecOff.pdf .

The specific forms available, as
listed beginning on page 52 of the Hand-
book, include official papers for:

• Notice of Obligation Form D-5 

• Certification of Ballot (public ques-
tions) Form G-1B 

• Certification of Ballot (candidates;
note: There are 11 different formats

for school board elections. Be sure
to select the one that is appropriate
for your district.) Forms G-2 to G-
12 

• Statement of Candidacy Form P-1A 

• Loyalty Oath (optional) Form P-1C 

• Nonpartisan Petitions (i.e., nomi-
nating papers for at-large school
board members.) Form P-4 

• Petitions (for members elected by
district) Form P-7A 

• Withdrawal of Candidacy Form P-
25 

District secretaries and their des-
ignated local election officials should
also refer to their county clerk for assis-
tance. The state board of elections has
a help line: 217/557-0855.

questions directly impacting school
districts were put before the voters.
November ballots contained two school
district consolidation proposals to cre-
ate new community unit districts by
combining existing community unit
districts. One consolidation propos-
al was approved. It combines AAlleeddoo
CCoommmmuunniittyy  UUnniitt  SScchhooooll  DDiissttrriicctt  220011,
with WWeessttmmeerr  CCoommmmuunniittyy  UUnniitt  SScchhooooll
DDiissttrriicctt  220033 in the counties of Hen-
derson, Mercer, and Rock Island. The

other was defeated. It would have com-
bined MMeerreeddoossiiaa--CChhaammbbeerrssbbuurrgg  CCUUSSDD
1111, in Brown, Cass, Morgan and Pike
Counties, with two other school dis-
tricts: TTrriiooppiiaa  CCUUSSDD  2277, in Cass, Mor-
gan and Scott Counties, and VViirrggiinniiaa
CCUUSSDD  6644, in Cass and Morgan Coun-
ties.

The IASB website and later issues
of the Newsbulletin will cover the
November school referendum results
in more detail.

Online handbook provides election forms
most sought for April 2009 board balloting
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