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15 local school finance referenda decided by voters

November 2012 / Issue No. 725

Four county sales
tax questions voted

ifteen school finance refer-

endum questions were set to

appear on Nov. 6 general elec-
tion ballots, including two proposals
to increase property taxes and nine
bond issues, according to state records.
But many additional school districts
also would benefit from four county-
wide referenda on sales tax propo-
sitions earmarked for school facility
purposes.

According to the Illinois State
Board of Elections, countywide sales
tax propositions for schools were
scheduled in the following coun-
ties: Boone, LaSalle, Lee, and Mar-

shall. The earmarked sales tax for
schools is allowed under a state law
that took effect in January 2008. Rev-
enue from the sales tax would ben-
efit all school districts in the county
where such questions win voter
approval.

Districts placing property tax
increase proposals before voters in
November included Golf SD 67, Mor-
ton Grove, and Somonauk CUSD 432.

The Morton Grove proposal sought
to raise the so-called tax cap rate,
“from the lesser of 5% or the per-
centage increase in the Consumer
Price Index over the prior levy year
to 16.3% for the 2012 levy year. The
approximate additional tax extend-
ed on a $100,000 single family resi-

Also see Election deadlines,
Nominating papers, page 4

dence is estimated to be $90.40.”
The education fund increase propo-
sition in Somonauk asked voters this
question: “Shall the maximum annu-
al tax rate for Educational purposes
of Somonauk Community Unit School
District No. 432, Counties of LaSalle
and DeKalb, State of Illinois, be
increased and established at 3.95 per-
cent upon all taxable property of said
school district at the value, as equal-
ized or assessed by the Department
of Revenue, instead of 3.05 percent,

See REFERENDA on page 5

NSBA names Gentzel executive
director to replace Bryant on Dec. 1

he NSBA board of directors
announced in September
the appointment of Thomas

J. Gentzel as executive director, effec-
tive Dec. 1. He replaces Anne Bryant,
who stepped down from that position
on Sep. 28.

See EXECUTIVE on page 10

Strikes increasing in number

Finance book updated ... ...

o T

Thomas J. Gentzel

— On the inside

Academy fellows recognized

IASB Governance
Awards go to eight
local school boards

ight school boards were
recently recognized as recip-
ients of IASB’s second annu-

al “Governance Recognition Award.”
The award is designed to acknowl-
edge school boards that have engaged

See AWARD on page 7

‘Pension
enhancements’
amendment on ballot

Page 5
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School improvement help

ISBE is establishing a Center
for School Improvement to provide
assistance and support to schools
and districts. The American Insti-
tutes for Research (AIR) has been
awarded the contract to lead these
efforts. The mission will be to pro-
vide high quality, coordinated and
consistent support to the Illinois
Statewide System of Support (SSOS)
to increase district capacity and
improve student performance. Clos-
ing the achievement gap will be
emphasized. Federal school improve-
ment dollars under Title I will fund
The Center. For information visit
http://2vww.isbe.net/ grants/cen-
ter/default.htm.

Library grants offered

Applications are being accept-
ed for the FY13 School District
Library Grant. Applications and all
other grant information can be found
at http:// www.cyberdriveilli-
nois.com/departments/library/grants/
schoolpercapgrant.html. When sub-
mitting, “FY13 SDLP Per Capita
Grant — (School District Office Loca-
tion)” must be in the subject line
on the email. The deadline is Nov.
16. For information, contact Robert
Jones at rjonesl@ilsos.net or
217/785-1168 or Becky Hunter at
bhunterl @ilsos.net or 217/782-
7849.

Reorganization studies

ISBE is now accepting agree-
ments for the FY 2013 School Dis-
trict Reorganization Feasibility
Studies. A tool to help school dis-
tricts investigate reorganization
options, the feasibility studies are
funded on a “first come-first served”
basis with grants of between $4,500
and $8,000. For information, con-
tact Michelle Heninger, School Busi-
ness Services, at 217/785-8779 or
mheninge@isbe.net.

‘College Illinois’ prepaid tuition plan
resumes sales, now offering 2011 rates

amilies of Illinois college-bound

students may have received

some good news Oct. 1 with
the reopening of the “College Illinois”
529 Prepaid Tuition plan. The pro-
gram, begun in 1997, now has 52,000
active participants after a one-year
hiatus in sales. The plan is designed
to help families to avoid tuition infla-
tion and increasing student loan debt
by prepaying for college while enjoy-
ing tax advantages.

To mark the resumption of sales,
College Illinois contracts will be offered
at 2011 rates until Dec. 31.

The program’s sales were sus-
pended after an audit found that some
investments were susceptible to mar-
ket fluctuations. As college tuition
costs soared in recent years, the fund’s
investments had soured.

But state officials say they have
made structural
changes with the
operation of College
inois, and that they
now have a better
product. Critics had
questioned the
agency’s past deci-
sions to make alter-
native — arguably riskier —
investments partly as an effort to bal-
ance out higher-than-predicted tuition
increases. The fund is dependent not
only on market fluctuations, but also
on how much Illinois’ public uni-
versities raise tuition, and therefore
how much the fund will have to pay
out as its beneficiaries attend college.

“We have much stronger gover-
nance, transparency and an improved
investment policy in place. The fund-
ed status of the program (70 percent
funded) we expect will improve over
time,” according to Eric Zarnikow,
executive director of the Illinois Stu-
dent Assistance Commission, which
oversees the program. Zarnikow’s
remarks were quoted in an Oct. 02
story published in the Chicago Trib-
une.

College Illinois has served tens

Eric Zarnikow

of thousands of Illinois families and
paid postsecondary institutions near-
ly 8400 million in tuition and fees.
College savings vehicles such as 529
plans are tax deductible and grow
tax free. While about 75 percent of
program beneficiaries have opted to
attend college in Illinois, the benefits
can be used at public and private col-
leges throughout the country.

“Because we're able to offer this
particularly low rate — as little as $42
a month — through the end of 2012,
we’re encouraging families to con-
sider purchasing a College Illinois
contract now for their children or
grandchildren,” Zarnikow told the
Tribune.

In August Gov. Patrick Quinn
signed into law House Bill 3923 which
requires transparency in investment
decision making to protect stake-
holders. Due to this law, and a man-
agement overhaul, College Illinois is
more transparent and better posi-
tioned for the future, according to
Zarnikow.

“College Illinois is a critical piece
in our effort to keep college afford-
able and build an educated workforce,”

See COLLEGE on page 5
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Those Who Excel awards honor five school board members

Top-level prize
awarded to two

he Illinois State Board of Edu-
cation (ISBE) singled out five
school board members for

their outstanding service to schools
at the 38th annual Those Who
Excel/Teacher of the Year banquet on
Oct. 20 in Bloomington.

There are several levels of recog-
nition in the annual awards program,
including the top-level Excel award,
as well as the Award of Merit and the
Award of Recognition.

Receiving the Award of Excellence
were: Renee Klass, Board Vice Pres-
ident, Kildeer Countryside CGSD 96,
Buffalo Grove; and Ronald Moehring,
Board President, Illini Central CUSD
189, Mason City.

Receiving the Award of Merit were:
Maryann Ovassapian, Board Presi-
dent, Libertyville SD 70; and Ellyn
Ross, a board member in Aptakisic-
Tripp CCSD 102, Buffalo Grove. Ross
is also a community volunteer in Adlai
E. Stevenson High School District
125, Lincolnshire, where she won the
award.

Renee Klass

Ronald Moehring

The Award of Recognition went
to Sharon Lynch, a board member in
CCSD 62, Des Plaines.

“I am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to publicly recognize these indi-
viduals who work tirelessly to help all
students reach their full potential,”
said State Superintendent of Educa-
tion Christopher A. Koch.

Candidates are nominated by their
local school districts or members of
their communities. The nomination
includes a brief biography of the nom-
inee, his or her philosophy of edu-
cation, professional development,
community involvement and views
on the state’s most pressing educa-
tional needs. Letters of recommen-
dation are also required.

A committee of peers chooses the
award winners. The committee rep-

resents statewide education organi-
zations and former award winners.
The categories for recognition are:

e (Classroom teacher

¢ School administrator

¢ Student support personnel

e Educational service personnel

e School board member and/or
community volunteer

e Teams—which recognizes groups
of teachers and/or administrators;
citizen committees; civic organi-
zations; parent organizations; school
boards; booster clubs and others
that have a significant impact on
teaching and learning in a school
or district.

e Early career educator

There were 202 winners chosen
this year, including 48 recipients of
the Award of Excellence, 70 recipi-
ents of the Award of Merit, 84 recip-
ients of the Award of Recognition, and
one outstanding Early Career Edu-
cator. A complete list of award recip-
ients can be found online at:
http://oww.isbe.net/pdf/those-who-
excell2-13.pdf.

Federal ‘sequester’ spending limits could reduce funding to schools next year

SBA has begun warning school
leaders that the federal
“sequester,” slated to become

effective Jan. 2, 2013, could impact cer-
tain school bond programs, reducing
federal funding next year.

Unless Congress intervenes to
rescind sequestration (defined as the
automatic, across-the-board cancella-
tion of some budgetary resources),
school operating budgets could face
cuts of 8.2 percent or more in federal
funding.

Schools could lose Title I aid for
underprivileged students as well as
grants for special education and Head
Start programs. An estimated $2.7 bil-
lion in public education cuts could take
place in districts throughout the Unit-
ed States unless Congress agrees to
alternatives.

There would also be cuts to capi-

tal improvement budgets because of
a reduction in federal subsidy payments
that school districts (bond issuers)
receive under certain direct-pay, tax
credit bond programs — namely Qual-
ified School Construction Bonds
(QSCBs), Build America Bonds (BABs)
and Qualified Zone Academy Bonds
(QZABs).

Under the economic stimulus, these
tax credit bond programs were designed
to help provide a significant cost sav-
ings to school districts for capital improve-
ment. School districts had the option
of issuing QSCBs as Build America
Bonds, and receiving a direct federal
payment from the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment that would be equal to a portion
of the interest costs or the federal tax
credit that would otherwise be provid-
ed for these bonds. For example, BABs
are taxable bonds for which the fed-

eral government makes payments to
issuers equal to 35 percent of their inter-
est costs.

Nationwide, about $255 million in
subsidy payments would be cut for
BABs, along with $62 million in pay-
ment cuts for qualified school con-
struction bonds and $3 million in
payment cuts for qualified zone acad-
emy bonds, according to the White
House Office of Management and Budg-
et. These cuts would equate to an esti-
mated 7.6 percent reduction in payments
to bond issuers in 2013.

NSBA has contacted the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education and the U.S. Treas-
ury Department to address this concern.
If a school district issued direct-pay
bonds under any of these programs, the
district is being urged to consult its bond
counsel regarding the effect of seques-
tration on the subsidy payments.
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School officials brace for holiday election filings

hile candidates for school
board seats in the April
9, 2013, election contin-

ue to circulate nominating petitions,
local school officials are preparing for
the filing dates that will take place for
one week next month.

The first day to file petitions and
related paperwork is Monday, Dec.
17; the final day is Dec. 24.

State law [10 ILCS 5/10-6, and
105 ILCS 9-10] requires a school board
candidate’s petition must be filed from
113 through 106 days prior to the date
of the election, which this year means
the petition must be filed no later than
5 p.m. on Dec. 24. Even though most
districts will be closed for winter break
on or before Christmas Eve, the Local
Election Officials must be available
to accept and process this paperwork.

As mentioned, the filing deadline
is set by the number of days preced-
ing the election day. Experts note that
the date of the consolidated election
usually falls in the first week of April
in odd-numbered years. But because
the 2013 consolidated election was
scheduled for the second Tuesday in
April, to avoid conflicting with Passover
the filing deadline had to be moved.
The move was outlined by state elec-
tion law.

That means that for the 2013 elec-
tion, the final day for candidates to
file is December 24,2012, Christmas
Eve. The law requires that the office
be open on that date and that the office
remain open until 5:00 p.m., regard-
less of the usual closing time. Virtu-
ally every school district will be closed
for winter break, but there is no excep-
tion in the law that would allow a dis-
trict to not have someone available
to accept nomination papers.

Nominating papers may be filed
by the candidate in person, by mail
or by an agent. If the papers are in
order, the local election official will
write or stamp the date and time filed
on each sheet. Candidate’s names will
appear on the April election ballot in
the order in which their nominating
papers are officially received in the
secretary’s office.

There is an effort under way to
ask the General Assembly to change
the law; however, it appears unlikely
that the dates can be changed for this
election, according to Ben Schwarm,
IASB deputy executive director.

“The IASB is working with indi-
vidual legislators to try to get the date
changed this fall, but it appears that
in the limited timeframe available it
is an uphill climb against long odds,”
said Schwarm.

In addition to the filing deadline,
another hardship will be caused by
the period that immediately follows
that date, when objections to nomi-
nating petitions must be accepted.

That process begins after the last
day for filing and continues for the
five business days following the final
filing date. That means that objec-
tions can be filed beginning Wednes-
day, Dec. 26, and ending Wednesday,
Jan. 2, 2013. The exception to this
are permitted office closings on Dec.
25 (Christmas Day), Dec. 29 and 30
(Saturday and Sunday), and Jan. 1,
2013 (New Year’s Day).

Jan. 2 is also the last day that a

candidate who has filed for two seats,
perhaps for a full-term seat and a par-
tial term, may file a “withdrawal of
candidacy” form for one of the seats.
Failure to withdraw from running for
one of the open seats means that
the individual’s name will not appear
on the ballot for either seat.

Local election officials will also
have to schedule a lottery prior to Jan.
3 to settle ballot positions for candi-
dates that simultaneously filed first
on Dec. 17. IASB Policy Director Anna
Lovern suggested that districts sched-
ule the lottery earlier, rather than lat-
er. January 3 is the final date. It may
be held any time prior to that date.
Seven days’ notice of the time and
place of conducting the lottery must
be given to all simultaneous filers and
the community by posting notice of
the time and place of the lottery in a
conspicuous, open, and public place,
such as the entrance of the central
office. Nothing seems to prohibit post-
ing the notice at least seven days pri-
or to December 17. By the time the

See DEADLINES on page 6

Board candidate nominating papers
must include this specific information

hen it comes to running
ﬂ)for the school board, nom-

inating papers consist
of the following:

e Statement of candidacy, which
includes a request that the candi-
date’s name be placed on the official
ballot, the address of the candidate,
the office sought, and a statement
that the candidate is qualified for
the office and has filed (or will file
before the close of the petition fil-
ing period) a statement of econom-
ic interests as required by the Illinois
Governmental Ethics Act.

e Nominating petitions signed by the
required number of voters residing
within the district. Each signature
must have an address. Petitions must

be securely bound together, with
pages numbered consecutively, and
each page must carry the notarized
signature of the petition circulator.

e Areceipt from the county clerk
showing that the candidate has filed
the statement of economic inter-
ests before the day for filing, but
within the year. Incumbents fil-
ing for another term need only pro-
vide a copy of the receipt from their
2012 filing. Filing another state-
ment of economic interest is not
necessary, unless the board mem-
ber filed their statement electron-
ically. A paper copy must accompany
the nomination papers. The Elec-
tronic receipt is not sufficient.

¢ A loyalty oath. This is optional.



State constitutional amendment on pension
enhancements hinges on statewide referendum

proposed constitutional

amendment appearing on

the November ballot was
designed to make it harder for state
and local governments to sweeten
public-sector pensions.

The question asked whether a
three-fifths vote should be required
when city councils, school districts,
state lawmakers, or other local gov-
ernment officials move to increase
employee pensions.

“The IASB did not take a position
on the spring legislation that placed
the question on the ballot, and there-
fore we are not taking a position on
the ballot question itself”, said Ben
Schwarm, IASB deputy executive
director. “We continue to support
school district personnel and do not
believe that their current promised
pension benefits should be eroded,
but this proposed constitutional change
would not affect current benefits. It
would only set a higher threshold to
approve future pension enhance-
ments,” Schwarm said.

The proposal was placed on the
ballot in the spring when the Gener-

al Assembly and Gov. Pat Quinn
remained at loggerheads over how to
resolve an $83 billion-plus gap in the
state’s pension funding.

Some said the constitutional
amendment question would serve as
a referendum on what Illinois resi-
dents want the House and Senate and
Quinn to do. But unions representing
government workers, including teach-
ers, were educating their members to
vote “no” on the amendment.

In addition to setting a higher
threshold for approving pension sweet-
eners, the proposal asked whether the
Illinois Constitution should require
a two-thirds vote for lawmakers to
override a governor’s veto or accept
a governor’s proposed changes in a
rewrite of pension increase legisla-
tion.

Currently, it takes a three-fifths
vote to override an outright veto and
only a simple majority to accept a gov-
ernor’s changes.

Information about the proposed
amendment was mailed by the Illi-
nois Secretary of State’s office to 5.6
million households.

COLLEGE from page 2
said Governor Quinn. “In an era of
spiraling tuition inflation and increas-
ing student loan debt, families can see
significant savings with this program
as they plan for their children’s future.”
In May 2011, Governor Quinn
moved to increase accountability for
the program. He appointed new Com-
missioners to the Illinois Student Assis-
tance Commission, including ISAC
Chair Kym Hubbard (Chief Invest-
ment Officer at Ernst & Young, one of
the world’s top consulting firms), and
ISAC Vice Chair Miguel del Valle (the
former Chairman of the Illinois Sen-
ate Education Committee who now
chairs the state’s P 20 Council). The
Commission then named a new exec-
utive director, chief investment offi-
cer and investment advisor, and created

investment and audit committees to
ensure stronger oversight.

A child born today is projected to
incur college costs of $180,000 at a
four year public university, accord-
ing to College Illinois. This allows fam-
ilies to lock in a price to cover future
tuition and fees, program adminis-
trators say.

College Illinois says it offers var-
ious plans that let purchasers choose
a pricing option that best fits their
financial needs. The enrollment peri-
od that opened in October will run
through April 30, 2013.

Additional information about ISAC’s
College Illinois Prepaid Tuition Pro-
gram is online at http:/A0ww.529 pre-
paidtuition.org/ or call 877/877-3724.

REFERENDA from page 1

the present maximum rate otherwise
applicable to the net taxes to be extend-
ed for said purposes?”

The nine bond issues on the
November ballot included six build-
ing bond propositions, two working
cash fund proposals, and one fund-
ing bond issue earmarked to pay
claims. The building bond issues were
aimed at providing funds for con-
struction or building repairs in: Ball
Chatham CUSD 5, Chatham; Gale-
na CUSD 120; Illini West High School
District 307, Carthage; Rockford SD
205; Brookwood SD 167, Glenwood;
and Golf SD 67, Morton Grove.

Working cash bond proposals
were on the ballot in Farrington CCSD
99, Bluford; and in Highland CUSD
5. An 811 million funding bond issue
earmarked to pay claims was on the
ballot in Ford Heights SD 169.

The proposed bond issues ranged
in size from $150,000 in Bluford to
%139 million in Rockford.

In addition to this list of finance
referendum questions on the gener-
al election ballot, a number of mis-
cellaneous questions directly impacting
school districts also went before local
voters.

Three school districts were seek-
ing voter authorization to elect school
board members at large and without
restriction by area of residence with-
in the district. At-large voting would
lift the restriction that a number of
members on the board must be select-
ed from one congressional township
in the school district.

Districts seeking such at-large
representation included Mendota
CCSD 289; Sullivan CUSD 300; and
Waverly CUSD 6.

At least two school district con-
solidation proposals were on Novem-
ber ballots. One would join Abingdon
CUSD 217 with Avon CUSD 176. The
other would combine Christopher
CUSD 99 with Zeigler-Royalton CUSD
188, Zeigler.

The IASB website and the Decem-
ber issue of the Newsbulletin will
have results of the November school
referendum results.
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Five board members achieve LeaderShop Academy Fellowship

ive board members became

School Board LeaderShop

Academy Fellows in 2012. This
honor was recognized at division din-
ner meetings this fall and brings to
30 the number of living school board
members who have achieved Fellow
status since the program began in
2005.

The School Board LeaderShop
Academy promotes and recognizes
board members’ continuous learning
and professional development. Some
programs are offered every other year
to accommodate board turnover fol-
lowing the biennial election. Other
programs are offered every year.

The board members honored as
fellows this year are: Linda Eades,
Northwestern CUSD 2; Betty J. Owens,
Rich THSD 227, Olympia Fields; Mar-
jie Loudenburg, Bradford CUSD 1;
Rob Rodewald, Bourbonnais SD 53;
and Ann Welk, Round Lake CUSD
116.

They join longstanding (honored
as fellows in 2007 through 2010) Fel-
lows: Sean Doyle, Summit Hill SD 161,
Frankfort; Dale Hansen, Grant Park
CUSD 6; Susan Argentine, Marquardt
SD 15, Glendale Heights; Robert Brown,
Winfield SD 34; Jean Randazzo, Mar-
quardt SD 15, Glendale Heights; Car-
ol Rahim, Fairview SD 72, Skokie;
Barbara Somogyi, Comm. Cons. SD
59, Arlington Heights; Michael Smith,
West Harvey-Dixmoor SD 147, Har-
vey; Vicki LePere, Millstadt GCSD
160; Nancy Tobin, Mannheim SD 83,
Franklin Park and Lawrence Black-
burn, Reed-Custer CUSD 255U, Braid-
wood.

Honored as fellows in 2011 were:
Terri Golwitzer, Bradley SD 61; Dee
Molinare, Summit Hill SD 161, Frank-
fort; Richard Reyes, St. George CCSD
258, Bourbonnais; Sharon Thiesen,
St. George CCSD 258, Bourbonnais;
Mark Verstraete, Bradford CUSD 1;
Bruce Klein, Lexington CUSD 7; Karen
Fisher, Ottawa THSD 140; June
Maguire, Waukegan CUSD 60; Rhon-
da G. Jenkins, Millstadt CCSD 160;
Teri Ehrenhardt, Eureka CUSD 140;
Mary Stith, Geneva CUSD 304; Sylvia

Marjorie Loudenburg

Zielke, Richland
SD 88A, Crest Hill;
Steve Cantrell,
Jacksonville SD
117; and Jayne
Raef, Bourbonnais
SD 33.

Eugene Wrob-
lewski, former
board president of
Argo CHSD 217, was the first Acade-
my Fellow in 2005. Wroblewski died
in 2008.

As board members work their way
through the School Board Leader-
Shop curriculum, they earn and main-
tain membership in the Academy.
The rules for earning and maintain-
ing membership are as follows:

Ann Welk

1. Admission to Academy member-
ship requires completion of three
School Board LeaderShop
programs:

a. Atleast two of these must be
from the core curriculum and
one of those must be the district
governance overview

b. The third program may be either
a core or an elective offering

2. Academy membership is main-
tained by completing at least one
additional program (either core
or elective) over a two-year period.

3. Upon the completion of seven core
and five elective programs, mem-
bers will be recognized as Academy
Fellows.

4. The Member Emeritus designa-
tion is for those board members
who retire from or leave their boards
while maintaining a Fellowship
designation.

Academy members are recog-
nized for their commitment to con-
tinuous learning in various ways. Upon
admission to the Academy, members

Rob Rodewald

Betty J. Owens

receive a LeaderShop Academy pen.
They also receive a plaque recogniz-
ing their achievement and are invit-
ed to serve in advisory and/or
mentoring positions around effective
governance issues. The names of Mem-
bers Emeritus are displayed on a per-
manent honor roll displayed at IASB
and they are offered a lifelong sub-
scription to IASB publications.

DEADLINES from page 4

first mail runs on Dec. 17, the local
election official will know if a lottery
is required and can then hold the lot-
tery at the posted time, perhaps even
the afternoon of the 17th.

A complete list of dates for the
April 9, 2013, election is available
online at: http:/Avww.iasb.com/pdf/
13electioncalendar.pdf.

Local election officials can also
find help at: http:/avww.elections.
state.il.us/Downloads/ElectionIn-
formation/PDF/2013LEOBook.pdf.

Candidates seeking help can be
directed to this online guide: http:/
www.elections. state.il.us/Down-
loads/ElectionInformation/
PDF/2013CanGuide.pdf.
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Nearly 500 board members honored as
Master Board Members for 2012 activities

ASB handed out Master Board
Member awards to 497 school

board members at division din-
ner meetings this fall, or nearly 100
more awards than last year. Many
board members received awards for
reaching Level I (114 award recipi-
ents) and/or Level II (112 recipients),
both awards that precede the Master
Board Member status.

A total of 76 individual board mem-
bers achieved Master Board Member
status for the first time this past year,
and 241 were recognized for main-
taining their status.

The awards are designed to rec-
ognize board members for the time
and effort they devote to self-improve-
ment and leadership activities in var-
ious IASB and/or NSBA activities within
and beyond their local districts.

Each of these activities is assigned
from 5 to 30 Master Board Member
credits, depending upon the time com-
mitment involved. Credits are cumu-
lative and individuals are recognized
at different milestones as they acquire
these points.

Individuals receiving the Level 1
designation have accumulated at least
60 credits. Those receiving the Lev-
el I designation have 130 credits or
more. Individuals reaching the 200-
credit level receive the Master Board
Member designation. Thereafter, the
MBM designation is maintained by
accumulating 50 additional credits
each year.

Participation in the program is
self-reported by board members, via
data available at IASB’s Members-Only
website, http://members.iasb.com.
That is the place where program par-
ticipants can go to view participation
in relevant activities, and track their
progress in the program.

The pertinent forms and indi-
vidual database information can be
found on the Members-Only site under
the tab, “Your IASB Involvement” at
the top of the home page.

Forms are available for each school
year going back to 1999-2000 and are
provided in portable document for-
mat (PDF).

AWARDS from page 1

in activities and modeled behaviors
leading to excellence in local school
governance in support of quality pub-
lic education.

“The recognition for our efforts
at improving our governance process
is most welcome,” said Quintin Shep-
herd, district superintendent of Skok-
ie /Morton Grove School District 69,
which was one of the eight winners.

Other boards receiving the recog-
nition were: Prairie Grove Cons. SD 46,
Crystal Lake; Harlem SD 122, Mach-
esney Park; THSD 214, Arlington Heights;
CCSD 62, Des Plaines; Grayslake CHSD
127; Hawthorn CCSD 73, Vernon Hills;
and Waukegan CUSD 60.

The main focus of this new pro-
gram is on full board development and
participation, not individual board mem-
ber efforts, according to Angie Peifer,
IASB associate executive director.

“Effective school boards under-

stand that excellence in local school
board governance requires full board
commitment to obtaining the knowl-
edge, skills and abilities critical to
good governance,” she said. “It is that
commitment that provides the oppor-
tunity for the board to practice and
model continuous improvement and
life-long learning for the staff, students
and community,” Peifer said.

Other areas cited in the appli-
cation are the board’s success with
encouraging stakeholder participa-
tion in important issues facing the dis-
trict; monitoring the district’s
performance over time; and taking
responsibility for its own perform-
ance, including school board mem-
ber orientation procedures.

More information about the School
Board Governance Recognition pro-
gram is available from Judy Williams
at ext. 1103.

EWS
FROM IASB

Constitution to be mailed

Upcoming IASB mailings fol-
lowing the Joint Annual Conference
will include the 2012 IASB Con-
stitution and Position Statements
booklet. Both the IASB Constitu-
tion and the Association’s official
position statements are products of
the IASB Delegate Assembly, which
meets annually at the conference.
IASB operates within the framework
of its Constitution, and lobbies on
behalf of its position statements,
which reflect the beliefs, aspirations
and aims of the association as estab-
lished by its member school boards.
Position statements are those res-
olutions adopted by the IASB Del-
egate Assembly.

Board members day

Nov. 15,2012, is designated
as “School Board Members Day”
throughout Illinois. IASB is encour-
aging appropriate district person-
nel to contact their community
leaders, business partners and local
civie groups to join in the recogni-
tion efforts. For more information,
contact Linda Dawson at 217-528-
9688, ext. 1104, or ldawson@iasb.
com. Information about the obser-
vance is available online at:
http://oww.iasb.com/sbmd.cfm.

Conference schedule planner
Here’s a reminder that the 2012
Conference personal schedule plan-
ner is available on the Members Only
website. This planner lets uses cre-
ate and print a customized sched-
ule for the upcoming conference.
All events are listed by event type
or category, and in chronological
order within categories, by title and
description. Listed at the right of
each event is the location by hotel,
time of event and room name.
Instructions for use are on the site,
after log in, at: https:/members.iasb.
com/conference/myjac.cfm.
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Book signings.
Annual Conference, just like last year.

at the conference bookstore are scheduled for each day of the 2012 Joint

Ravitch heads list of book signers
scheduled at conference bookstore

iane Ravitch, a nationally

recognized education his-
torian and former assistant
secretary of education, will be among
the authors signing books at the 2012
Joint Annual Conference bookstore.

Ravitch, who is the Second Gen-
eral Session speaker on Saturday, Nov.
17, is the author of The Death and
Life of the Great American School
System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education.

She is scheduled to meet visi-
tors and sign books for purchase
beginning at 10 a.m., immediately
following her general session pres-
entation.

The bookstore, which features
nearly 3,000 titles and other gifts, will
be located on the Grand Ballroom Foy-
er level of the Hyatt East Tower. It will
be open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday; and 8
to 10 a.m. Sunday.

Here is scheduled list of book sign-
ings by date, time, author and book
title:

Friday, Nov. 16
10 a.m., Patrick Anderson, The Kid in Pur-
ple Pants: Structured Approaches to
Educating Underprivileged Students
10:30 a.m., Richard R. Gibson, A Cele-
bration of State Capitols

Noon to 3 p.m., Maureen Hughes, Sins of
the South & The Countess and The
Mob

1 to 3 p.m., Tim Pletkovich, editor, Civil
War Fathers: Sons of the Civil War in
WWII

5 p.m., Rory Vaden, First General Session
Speaker, Take the Stairs: 7 Steps to
Achieving True Success

Saturday, Nov. 17

9 a.m., Patrick Anderson, The Kid in Pur-
ple Pants: Structured Approaches to
Educating Underprivileged Students

9 a.m. — 12:30 p.m., Maureen Hughes, Sins
of the South & The Countess and The
Mob

9:30 a.m., Howard Bultinck and Lynn
Bush, 99 Ways to Lead & Succeed

9:30 a.m., Tim Pletkovich, editor, Civil
War Fathers: Sons of the Civil War in
WWII

9:30 a.m. to noon, Scott Day and Brian
Swartz, Illinois Lazw in the School Office

9:30 a.m., Richard R. Gibson, A Celebra-
tion of State Capitols

10 a.m., Diane Ravitch, The Death and
Life of the Great American School Sys-
tem: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education

10 a.m., Jim Fritts, Sixth Edition: Essen-
tials of Illinois School Finance and edi-
tor, Fourth Edition: Good School
Maintenance

10 a.m., Thomas A. Kersten, Moving into
the Superintendency

Sample news releases
can help in sharing
about 2012 conference

ample news releases and a

special post-conference

panel session have been
developed by IASB to assist those
districts that want to share and report
what their representatives saw, heard,
did, and learned at the 2012 Joint
Annual Conference.

With school budgets tightening
and demands for accountability grow-
ing, IASB believes public school dis-
tricts should be pro-active in sharing
their board development experi-
ences.

Thus the news releases contain
language that allows the district to
specify who attended, how much the
district spent, and how it fit into the
district budget and board policy. Dis-
tricts may choose to use one or both
of the sample releases. Each has
optional remarks, depending on how
the district plans to report or share
its experiences.

These sample news releases are
not prescriptive; rather, district offi-
cials are to edit or add their com-
ments or data as needed.

They may also want to schedule
interviews with their media or pre-
sentations at a board meeting or to
community groups, instead of rely-
ing on the news release alone.

IASB recommends that the sam-
ple news releases be printed on dis-
trict letterhead and distributed to
local news media prior to leaving for
conference. It is also suggested that
the board president or superinten-
dent schedule time to answer ques-
tions.

The releases are also suitable
for use in district newsletters and
websites. Sample news releases and
memos are available on the Mem-
bers-Only website: http://mem-
bers.iasb.com. More information
about the sample news releases is
available from IASB, by phone, at
ext. 1131.



School design award winners to be displayed at Conference

annon Design, a Chicago

architectural firm, is the top

winner in the school design
competition sponsored by IASB Serv-
ice Associates, in the annual Exhibi-
tion of Educational Environments.

Winning school designs will be on
display at the 2012 Joint Annual Con-
ference, including those earning awards
in this judged competition.

The awards were chosen by a blind
jury pool of architects and superin-
tendents on Sep. 13 at IASB offices in
Springfield. This year’s jury chose one
Award of Distinction (the top winner),
three Awards of Merit, and two Hon-
orable Mentions.

The award-winning designers, and
their project schools and districts:

Award of Distinction

e Cannon Design, for Carrie Busey
Elementary School, Champaign
Unit 4 School District

Award of Merit

e Wight & Company, for Orchard
Place Elementary School Addi-
tions & Alterations, Des Plaines

Conference goers last year carefully
looked over the award-winning school
designs on display in the Columbus
Ballroom hallway, which is where this
year’s winners also will be shown, in the
Hyatt East Tower.

CCSD 62
e DLA Architects, Ltd., for Ridge-
wood High School Sound
Abatement, Ridgewood HSD 234
e Wight & Company, for South Ele-
mentary School, Des Plaines
CCSD 62

Honorable Mention
e Healy, Bender & Associates, Inc.,
for Isaac Singleton Elementary

School, Joliet Public School
District 86
e FGM Architects, Inc., for
Sycamore Middle School Addi-
tion/Renovation, Sycamore
CUSD 427
The award of Distinction will be
presented at the first general session
of the Joint Annual Conference. All
19 participating projects will be dis-
played in the Columbus Ballroom hall-
way, just around the corner from the
Bookstore in the Hyatt East Tower.
At the conclusion of this year’s
conference, all of the projects on dis-
play will be added to IASB’s School
Design Data File. A service developed
by IASB for its Service Associates
organization, it is available for use by
IASB member school districts and
their architectural firms. The file cur-
rently consists of a detailed comput-
er database on over 459 design projects
involving Illinois public schools.
School officials and architects
may use this service by calling the
IASB at ext. 1105, or by emailing
jnelson@iasb.com.

Hyatt revisions will move hotel registration
desk down to main lobby, shutter Stetson’s

onference goers in Novem-

ber will note three relatively

minor changes in the facil-
ity itself, all of them part of a reno-
vation in the East Tower that should,
in no way, affect their stay or the con-
ference itself.

The first and most obvious change
is that hotel registration desk has
been moved to the main lobby of the
East Tower from the previous mez-
zanine level location one level above.
The desk will occupy what used to
be the main gift shop in the main lob-
by.

A second change is that one half
of a short pair of escalators, the up
escalator from the concourse level
to the East Tower lobby, will be closed
during the conference. All other esca-
lators throughout the facility will

operate as usual. Guests may still
walk up at this stopped escalator or
take the elevator immediately to right
of it to go up to the lobby.

There is also an alternate esca-
lator nearby that provides complete
up and down operational access
between the East Tower Lobby and
the Grand Ballroom level. It is locat-
ed on the east side of the main lob-
by restaurant. The Hyatt is providing
overhead signage in the lobby and
on the ballroom level to clearly guide
visitors to this alternate escalator.

A third change is that Stetson’s
Steak House will be closed for reno-
vation during the dates of the con-
ference. All other restaurants in the
hotel will not be affected.

None of these issues affect any-
thing in the West Tower.

Online survey seeks

Conference feedback

hose attending the 2012 Joint

Annual Conference are being

invited to share their opin-
ions of their conference experience
in an online evaluation survey.

The brief survey, which asks ques-
tions ranging from the ease of the reg-
istration process to the quality of
programs and exhibits, will be post-
ed Monday, Nov. 19. The link to this
survey can be found at http:/Avwe.
iasb.com/JAC12.

The survey’s purpose is to get a
“big picture” overview of conference
attendee perceptions, as well as to pro-
vide the association with information
that may assist in planning conference
panel sessions and other events in the
future, according to Angie Peifer, Asso-
ciate Executive Director.

The survey will be closed on Dec.
31, 2012.
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EXECUTIVE from page 1

Joe Villani has been serving as
NSBA interim executive director.

Gentzel has been the executive
director of the Pennsylvania School
Boards Association since 2001, and
in various roles since 1980. He also
knows NSBA well, having served as
chair of the State Association Mem-
ber Executive Directors’ NSBA Liai-
son Committee during the 2010-11
term.

The appointment came after
national search and vetting process,
with more than 90 applicants. Gentzel
was recommended by unanimous con-
sent of the search committee as the
nominee and the full board voted unan-
imously to accept the recommenda-
tion on Sep. 20.

“I am honored to lead NSBA at
such an important time for the organ-
ization and for public education,”
Gentzel said. “I am deeply commit-
ted to community ownership of pub-
lic schools, which is the essence of
school board governance. We will build
on a strong foundation, taking an active
role in shaping education policy and
ensuring a quality education for all
children in America.”

Bryant, a native of Boston, came
to the NSBA in 1996 after serving
10 years as executive director of the
American Association of University
Women. Prior to that, she worked for
an association management firm in

Chicago.

According to current NSBA Pres-
ident C. Ed Massey, Bryant “helped
raise the national stature of NSBA and
became the impetus behind NSBA’s
growth and recognition as the nation-
al voice on public education.”

Under her leadership, NSBA
launched the first “Key Work of School
Boards” in 1999 and a revised edition
in 2009, and the Center for Public
Education in 2006. NSBA became a
major source for legal information on
education, filing more amicus briefs
than any other education association.

In 2007, NSBA participated in two
groundbreaking cases before the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court — Parents
Involved in Community Schools ©.
Seattle Sch. Dist. No. 1 and Morse ©.
Frederick. In 2010 the Center for Pub-
lic Education launched the Data First
website.

Between 2011 and 2012, Bryant
worked in concert with the NSBA
board of directors to establish the
strategic plan that drives the organi-
zation’s current work and lays the
groundwork for the next Executive
Director and board to continue its
direction.

“As President of NSBA, I wish
Anne the best in all of her future
endeavors. I am certain that neither
her work nor her heart will be far from
public education,” Massey said.

2013 National School Boards Association
event offers discount on early registration

an. 10, 2013, is the deadline

to qualify for early registration

discounts for the National School
Boards Association’s 2013 Annual
Conference, to be held April 13-15 in
San Diego.

Registration fees are $895 (or
8725 for National Affiliates). After Jan.
10, those fees go up to $920 and 8755,
respectively.

The NSBA housing bureau began
accepting reservations on Oct. 17.
Pre-conference workshops will be
held on Friday, April 12, so those mak-

ing housing reservations should con-
sider an extra day’s lodging. NSBA is
offering conference rates at 19 hotels
near the San Diego Convention Cen-
ter.

General session speakers at the
event include education advocate and
actress Geena Davis, astrophysicist
Neil deGrasse Tyson, and education
researcher Diane Ravitch.

Details of the 2013 national con-
ference can be found on the NSBA
conference website at: http:/Avww.
nsba.org/conference/.

Threat of strikes may
be spreading, with
five 2012 stoppages

ive school districts have already

experienced strikes this year,

but the threat of strikes appears
to be growing. The latest strikes were
called in Prairie Grove Cons. SD 46,
Crystal Lake on Oct. 12, idling 72 cer-
tified teachers, followed by a one-day
strike in North Shore SD 112, High-
land Park, on Oct. 16 and 17, idling
440 certified teachers.

On the same date the Prairie Grove
Cons. SD 46 strike began, however,
a strike settlement was reached in
Evergreen Park Elementary District
124, with a tentative agreement on
Oct. 12. That strike by 204 teachers,
social worker and speech aides last-
ed ten days, keeping about 1,700 stu-
dents out of the classroom for 5 percent
of the scheduled school year.

The first Chicago District 299
strike in 25 years lasted eight days,
ending on Sep. 18. More than 350,000
students and 26,000 teachers and
support staff were idled in that labor
action.

A strike at Lake Forest Commu-
nity High School District 115, which
began Sep. 12, was settled the day
after the Chicago strike, Sep. 19. The
Lake County school district employs
138 IEA/NEA Certified Teachers. The
strike there left about 1,700 students
out of classes.

Strike notices have also been filed
with the Illinois Educational Labor
Relations Board at Argo CHSD 217,
Summit (Sep. 7), and Hiawatha 426,
Kirkland (Sep. 18). To date, there was
one strike in progress, while two dis-
tricts have received notices and six
school districts have settled, based
on data provided by the Illinois Edu-
cational Labor Relations Board.

Settlements were reached after
notices were filed at Edwardsville
CUSD 7 (Aug. 21) and Champaign
CUSD 4 (Oct. 15).

Source: Newspaper reports, and
Illinois Association of School Admin-
istrators: http:/Avww.iasaedu.org/.



EWS HEADLINES

Arlington Heights (Sep. 25, The
Daily Herald) Northwest Suburban
High School District 214 will start con-
sidering factors of social and emotional
learning as part of a districtwide goal
approved by the school board on Sep.
20.. According to district officials, Dis-
trict 214 is the first in the state to imple-
ment a quantifiable, measurable
social-emotional learning goal from
the board. The social-emotional learn-
ing goal is a way to chart student progress
other than test scores, and will aim to
“increase student learning through
engagement and innovative programs
to ensure students will develop self-
awareness, self-management, inter-
personal and decision-making skills. . .,”
according to board documents.

Blue Island (Oct. 9, Southtown
Star) When it’s time for parent-teacher
conferences at Eisenhower High School,
students speak for their parents, accom-
panying them and acting as transla-
tors as they meet with each teacher.
Some parents don’t speak English, but
that hasn’t stopped them from being
involved in their children’s education
at the Blue Island high school. If stu-
dents are unable to translate — or for
some reason cannot be trusted to trans-
late — parent liaisons and other bilin-
gual staff members, roam the gym
where conferences are held, ready to
help both parents and teachers.

Chicago (Oct. 5, Chicago Trib-
une) The Chicago Public Schools
announced on Oct. 5 an outline of
how the district plans to pay for a
new teachers contract, including
refinancing $100 million in exist-
ing bonds. District officials say that
could save $42 million, but a gov-
ernment watchdog group said it
could ultimately hurt the district,
whose debt has been downgraded
by bond-rating agencies — twice by
one of those agencies — because of
its financial position. The district
also plans reductions in lunchroom
and purchasing costs and the delay

or cancellation of hiring for non-
teaching positions.

Chicago (Oct 12, Chicago Sun-
Times) Barbara Byrd-Bennett after some
four months as Chicago’s “interim” chief
education officer, has been tapped to
replace Chicago Public Schools CEO
Jean-Claude Brizard. A New York native,
Byrd-Bennett has worn about every
education hat, from teacher to princi-
pal and from CEO to coach of superin-
tendents. Her appointment by Mayor
Rahm Emanuel makes her the system’s
fourth CEO in less than two years.

Rockford (Oct. 1, Register Star)
The Rockford School Board and admin-
istration denied a plan for a dropout
recovery charter high school on Sep.
25. The reasons are explained in a 26-
page document, not including attach-
ments, that’s on its way to the Illinois
State Board of Education on the Green-
Tek Career Academy Charter School
plan.The alleged deficiencies include
financial instability and the risk of
mixing funds with an education pro-
gram called YouthBuild Rockford.

Statewide (Oct 11, Decatur Her-
ald & Review) School districts statewide
have received $39.2 million in school
maintenance grants from the Illi-
nois State Board of Education. And,
unlike the construction grants that
some districts have waited years to
receive, these have been paid. “Most,
if not all, should already have the
funds,” said Amanda Simhauser, spokes-
woman for the state board. “The mon-
ey has shown up in the comptroller’s
system at this point. About half of the
districts received the funds before the
end of the fiscal year; the other half
were processed in August and Sep-
tember.” The maintenance grant pro-
gram funds can go toward improvement
of facilities, including resealing park-
ing lots, removing asbestos and upgrad-
ing heat and air equipment and are
being awarded this year for the first
time since 2001. Their boards had to
approve the project specified on the

grant application and districts had to
provide matching funds.

Statewide (Oct 2, Chicago Trib-
une) A controversial curriculum shake-
up in the works for Illinois schools
marks a pivotal change in thinking
about what public school students
should be reading to prepare for col-
lege and work. It seems the quantity
of fiction will decline as more nonfic-
tion is added to lessons across the cur-
riculum. This will be true even in
English classes. The emphasis on non-
fiction is a key element of the new
Common Core learning standards
in English language arts and math that
are reshaping curricula. Adopted by
Illinois and 44 other states, they are
considered more rigorous than pre-
vious benchmarks for what students
should know and be able to do. Test-
ing in Illinois on those standards is
scheduled to begin in 2014-15.

Williamson County (Oct. 4, The
Southern Illinoisan) Officials are
reminding students who habitually
skip school and the parents who let
them get away with it that they will
face legal consequences if they are
continually truant. Williamson Coun-
ty State’s Attorney Charles Garnati
and Franklin-Williamson Regional
Superintendent of Schools Matt Donkin
held a news conference Oct. 3 in Mar-
ion to discuss the county’s Abolish
Chronic Truancy (ACT) NOW pro-
gram. Although the program has been
in place for 18 years, Garnati wanted
to remind everyone about the tru-
ancy prosecutions he has pursued
against truants’ parents. He said tru-
ancy is a community issue not only
affecting schools, but law enforce-
ment, juvenile justice systems and
mental health. “There is a known direct
correlation between truancy and future
juvenile delinquency, daytime crime
rate and adolescence substance abuse,”
Garnati said. Parents can face crim-
inal charges, be fined up to $1,500 and
face a 30-day jail sentence, he added.
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Budgeting the focus of newly revised
school finance manual and desk reference

he Illinois Association of
School Boards has published
an updated edition of its top-

selling book, Essentials of Illinois
School Finance.

Sub-titled
“A Guide to
Techniques,
Issues and
Resources,” the
book was origi-
nally designed as
a training man-
ual and desk-top
reference for school business man-
agers and budget makers. While it still
serves that role, the book also pro-
vides an effective reference for any-
one who needs to understand “the
essentials of Illinois school finance.”

From the peculiarities of Illinois
property taxes and state funding to
the formulas for projecting enroll-
ments and staffing budgets, this book
covers just about everything — and
does it in plain English. Other features
include a chapter on the role of school
board policy in maintaining fiscal
health (which is also addressed in the
Foreword) and a detailed alphabeti-
cal index.

The author, James B. Fritts, is a
retired public school business official
who also has taught school finance to
administrators and aspiring admin-
istrators at Northeastern Illinois Uni-

versity and Loyola University of Chica-
go. In addition to his own experiences
and those of numerous students and
colleagues, Fritts calls on a wide array
of sources with expertise in state fund-
ing, property tax administration, and
virtually all aspects of school business
management.

The Sixth Edition is completely
updated with revised laws through
July 2012 and state funding data for
fiscal year 2012. Author Fritts also
attempts to help school budget man-
agers deal with the nightmarish impact
of the state’s economic downturn and
its impact on virtually all sources of
school district income.

The first part of the book deals
with revenue — where schools get it,
how they maximize it, protect it, man-
age it and plan for it. The second half
of the book addresses expenditures
— how schools budget for them, reduce
them, and make plans to deal with
them. Together, the two sections pro-
vide a solid base for financial man-
agement and long-range planning.

The price remains unchanged
from the previous edition. It is 835 or
just 825 for IASB members, plus 87
per order for shipping, regardless of
how many books are ordered.

Essentials of Illinois School
Finance may be ordered by calling
IASB at 217/528-9688, ext. 1108, or
online at: http://iasb.com/shop/.

ALENDAR
F EVENTS

November 16-18 — IASB/IASA/
IASBO Joint Annual Conference,
Hyatt Regency Hotel, Chicago

November 16 - lllinois Council of
School Attorneys’ 25th Annual
Seminar on School Law, For
school attorneys only, advance
registration & fee required, Hyatt
Regency Chicago

November 16 — Chicago Schools
Tour, Breakfast 8 a.m. Tour 8:45
a.m., advance registration & fee
required, Hyatt Regency Chicago

November 18 - IASB Board of
Directors’ Meeting, Hyatt
Regency Hotel, Chicago

December 1 - Blackhawk Division
Winter Governing Committee
Meeting, Factory Restaurant and
Lounge, Orion

December 5 - Central IL Valley
Division Winter Governing
Committee Meeting, \Weaver
Ridge Golf Club, Peoria

December 5 — Kaskaskia Division
Winter Governing Committee
Meeting, Cunetto’s, Greenville

December 11 - Two Rivers Division
Winter Governing Committee
Meeting, Lonzerotti’s, Jacksonville

For more current information, see
www.iasb.com/calendar/

Conference handouts, materials to be posted
on Members-Only website beginning Nov. 9

andouts of PowerPoint pre-
sentations or other perti-
nent materials shared at the
2012 Joint Annual Conference will be
posted on the IASB Members-Only
website, http://members.iasb.com.
Handouts from the presenters of
panel sessions at this year’s confer-
ence are posted as they are received,
according to Jennifer Nelson, IASB
director of information services. Mate-
rials will be posted beginning Friday,

Nov. 9.

Nelson noted that not all hand-
outs will be available and that con-
ference guests should not assume they
will be posted. Last year, more than
111 handouts from 65 panels were
posted online (not including addi-
tional Carousel of Panels and Board
Secretaries’ sessions).

Materials from the 2012 confer-
ence will remain online until Sep. 1,
2013, Nelson added.

“Log off? But, Mom, there’s nothing
to do in the real world.”




